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                    Abstract

This article focuses on entangled transfers of values, norms, and cultures between the United States and Asia in the early twentieth century. More specifically, it deals with the activities of Elwood Stanley Brown, one of the most important promoters of muscular Christianity and “Olympism” during that period. As physical director of the Young Man’s Christian Association in Manila, Brown attempted to “civilize” Filipinos by spreading ideals of internationalism, egalitarianism, and of a “Protestant Work Ethic.” Following his positive experiences with sportive citizenship training, Brown established the Far Eastern Championship Games, which served as a means to popularize muscular Christianity within East and Southeast Asia. After initial successes, Brown cooperated with the International Olympic Committee to set up further regional games in a global cultural transfer and “civilizing” scheme. Finally, Brown attempted to apply his “colonial” experiences to the United States, as he considered American amateurism to be endangered.
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