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                I have read memoirs of the Cold War; I have read historical studies. These depict, narrate, analyze, and recount the Cold War. But I have never seen anyone “reconstruct” the Cold War. The rather metallic title of Ted Hopf’s book—“Reconstructing the Cold War”—instills curiosity and unease in equal parts, like the dentist’s room. But Hopf’s relentless use of drill bits from the heavy arsenal of political science—while occasionally painful to the point of exasperation—does produce an agreeable effect of relative enlightenment. For what the effort is worth, it is not that often that political science penetrates that deeply into the inner sanctums of history, and so Hopf should certainly be commended for this (may I resort to a banality?) interdisciplinary effort, which, though contestable at nearly every point, is both novel and provocative.
At the core of Hopf’s reconstructive efforts lies the Soviet discourse on identity. The Cold War itself, he argues, “can be explained through identity relations the Soviet Union has with other states” (p. 16). The Soviet Union, Hopf elaborates, acted abroad in much the same manner as it perceived itself at home, and by analyzing this domestic discourse on what it meant to be “Soviet,” one can also arrive at an understanding of Soviet motivations and actions on the international stage. In Hopf’s view, the domestic discourse went through phases: from early postwar uncertainty and a degree of toleration, to the “discourse of danger” of the late 1940s to early 1950s, to, once again, a more relaxed discourse that followed Stalin’s death and de-Stalinization. Throughout these years, argues Hopf, Soviet foreign policy fell in line with the “domestic identity topography prevailing in Moscow” (p. 83).
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