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                The “military–industrial complex” may be President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s most enduring contribution to the American lexicon, but Jonathan Herzog’s impressive new book contends that the “spiritual–industrial complex” is one of Eisenhower’s most enduring contributions to American political culture. Not that Eisenhower acted alone. The Spiritual-Industrial Complex: America’s Religious Battle Against Communism in the Early Cold War describes the construction of a new American civil religion by a determined coterie of American leaders from the political, intellectual, religious, business, media, and entertainment realms. Herzog’s book is a welcome new addition to the once-neglected yet now burgeoning study of the relationship between American religion and Cold War policy.
The “spiritual–industrial complex” emerged in the late 1940s in tandem with escalating Cold War tensions. In the previous decades of 1920s and 1930s, America had actually witnessed a growing secularization, as Americans declined in religious observance while elite institutions such as universities, the media, and government diminished their public use of religious symbols and language. Yet after World War II, as Soviet communism came to be perceived as a national security threat, a coalition of American leaders marshaled religion to mobilize the war-weary American public for a new global crusade. Intellectually this involved two dimensions: casting communism as a false religion (rather than merely a competing economic and political system), and then creating, or at least revitalizing, an American religion in opposition. This American religion embraced Protestants, Catholics, and Jews, and constructed institutions, images, and practices ranging from increasing church attendance to adopting “In God We Trust” as the national motto, adding “under God” to the Pledge of Allegiance, and opening White House cabinet meetings in prayer. Herzog calls this process the “sacralization” of American government and public life, and describes its implementation in the realms of politics, national security, and society at large.
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