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 On October 14, 1964, Leonid Brezhnev, Aleksei Kosygin, and Nikolai Podgornii deposed Premier and First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) Nikita Khrushchev in a palace coup. 1 Unthinkable during Stalin’s regime, this bloodless ouster exemplified the new phase in the Cold War to which Khrushchev himself had contributed. 2 Outside the Soviet Union, the incorporation of West Germany into the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the successful conclusion of the Cuban and Berlin crises, and the Limited Test Ban Treaty demonstrate that the Cold War had become a competition between two essentially status quo , risk-averse powers over the course of Khrushchev’s time in office. 3 Lyndon Johnson’s presidency is not remembered as a moment that ushered in a new era of U.S.-Soviet rapprochement; Johnson’s legacy is bound up in the United States’ war in Vietnam. But, the Johnson administration’s response to the change in Soviet leadership, as well as the predictions made by its constituent organs regarding the future of U.S.-Soviet relations, led to increased stability. Washington and Moscow both accepted and sought to preserve this new reality. Soviet and U.S. leaders viewed their counterparts pragmatically. Emotional and ideological opposition to the other’s way of life did not preclude reducing tensions, nor did it stop policy-makers from seeing their counterparts as rational. 4 This article demonstrates that U.S. diplomats, intelligence analysts, and policy-makers came to accurate conclusions regarding the future of the Cold War, envisioning the already-emerging foundations for U.S.-Soviet détente during the brief window of transparency precipitated by the Soviet leadership change. The Johnson administration first and foremost sought stability in the international system, and the Soviet Union proved a willing partner in that endeavor. 
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